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1 . AMBASSADOR AND ECONOFF CALLED ON MINISTER OF 
MARKETING AND COMMERCE VIVIAN BLAKE, JANUARY 22, TO 
DISCUSS RICE ISSUE. MINISTRY'S DIRECTOR OF COMMERCE 
EDWARDS ALSO PRESENT. AMBASSADOR REITERATED SAME 
POINTS OUTLINED REFTELS AND PREVIOUSLY DISCUSSED BY 
AMBASSADOR AND OTHER EMBOFPS WITH BOTH MINISTER AND 
OTHER OFFICIALS AT MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY, TOURISM AND 
FOREIGN TRADE (ITFT). BLAKE STATED IMPORT POLICY 
DETERMINED BY INDUSTRY, TOURISM AND POREIGN TRADE, AND 
HIS MINISTRY SIMPLY ISSUED LICENSES. IN HIS OPINION 
CRUX OF MATTER WAS WHETHER OR NOT CARICOM AND GATT 
AGREEMENTS IN CONFLICT AND THIS QUESTION WOULD HAVE 
TO BE RESOLVED BEPORE LICENSE COULD BE ISSUED. BLAKE 
PROMPTLY TELEPHONED P.J. PATTERSON, MINISTER OP ITFT 
TO EXPRESS HIS VIEWS AND ARRANGE POR MEETING BETWEEN 
LESLIE WILSON, ITFT UNDER SECRETARY, AND EDWARDS, 
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UP WITH AN ANSWER. BLAKE INDICATED PATTERSON SAID 
DURING THEIR TELEPHONE CONVERSATION THAT HE HAD NO 
OBIECTION TO A "TOKEN" IMPORT, BUT BLAKE SAID A QUESTION 
AROSE AS TO THE SIZE OE THE "TOKEN" WHICH DEPENDED ON 
THE STRENGTH OF THE U.S. CASE. 

2. DURING DISCUSSION EDWARDS EXPRESSED WHAT HE SAID 
WAS VIEW OE JAMAICAN AMBASSADOR TO U.S. ACCORDING TO 
AMB. RATTRAY, RICE IMPORT SITUATION NOT IN VIOLATION 
OP GATT SINCE (I) ONLY ONE COMMODITY INVOLVED RATHER 
THAN BROAD SPECTRUM OP COMMODITIES AND (2) CARICOM 
DOMESTIC MARKET, AND THEREPORE NO DISCRIMINATION AGAINST 
U.S. INVOLVED SINCE IT WAS NOT A QUESTION OP ISSUING 
GLOBAL QUOTAS BUT OP INTERNAL SUPPLY. 

3. WILSON PRESENTLY IN GUYANA AND MEETING WITH EDWARDS WILL 
BE SCHEDULED WHEN HE RETURNS. ECONOPF TO BE ADVISED 

OP OUTCOME AND WILL POLLOW UP. 

4. COMMENT: BLAKE CLEARLY WISHES TO BE RESPONSIVE. 

HE UNDERSTANDS PROBLEM, TAKES IT SERIOUS, AND HOPES 
TO PIND SOLUTION. AT THIS POINT IT LOOKS AS THOUGH 

AT LAST SOME IMPORTATION OP U.S. RICE MAY BE ALLOWED. 

GERARD 
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